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43 Woodland Street, Hartford
860.793.3500
WheelerHealth.org

Congratulations to
our Amazing Partner
for 76 Years of Service
to Our Community
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to
The West Indian Social Club of Hartford, Inc.

Honoring our Journey. Igniting our Future
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The Caribbean Cultural Heritage Alliance and the 
Caribbean Heritage Museum congratulate the                  
West Indian Social Club on its 76th anniversary 

 

 

The Caribbean Cultural Heritage Alliance (CCHA) is the latest offspring of the West 

Indian Social Club of Hartford (WISCOH). Building on the hard work and dedication of its 

founding fathers and members, CCHA evolved from a project aimed at preserving cultural 

and historical artifacts into the first Caribbean Heritage Museum in the northeastern 

United States. 

We opened our museum at an inauspicious time, when history itself is under attack in 

our national culture. Yet, as the museum shows, these are not our darkest or most 

challenging times. Our ancestors braved the Atlantic and Indian Ocean slave trades, 

imperialism, and neo-colonialism — and in doing so, inspired global pan-African, anti-

colonial, and civil rights movements. The ongoing fight for social and economic justice and 

human rights is the struggle of our generation. We remain resilient, vigilant, and hopeful. 

There is a crowded stage of people who made CCHA's vision a reality, and some of you 

are in this room tonight. The Caribbean Cultural Heritage Alliance and the Caribbean 

Heritage Museum could not be more proud to be on this journey with WISCOH. 

Congratulations on your 76th anniversary. We hope to be with you for further journey 

ahead. 
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Sheldon Morgan 
Director of Finance/Treasurer

Judianne Daley 
Secretary

Howard Jackson 
Interim-Director of Business 

Services 

Shauna Whitter 
Director of Fundraising

Demar Osbourne 
Director of Compliance 
& Regulatory Services

John Rhone
Director of Marketing

Velma Simpson
Director of Education

Vernette Joshua, 
Director of Social Operations 

Patrick G. Williams, 
Chairman, Board of Trustees

Beverly M. D. Redd, 
Chair/President 

PERMITTEE       Frederick Levy
Ludlow Francis, Frances Ocansey, Errol Smith, 

Roy and Delva Weir, Adrian Turner

Tanya T Dorman, Esq 
Vice Chair 

For 76 years, the West Indian 
Social Club of Hartford has 
been a beacon of Caribbean 
culture, unity, and service. 
Today, we celebrate not only 
our rich history but also the 
vision and determination of 
our founders, whose legacy 
continues to guide us.

As society evolves, so must we. Our challenge and 
responsibility is to bridge generations, ensuring our 
traditions and values remain vibrant and relevant. This 
year marks an exciting step forward: the growth of the 
Caribbean Cultural Heritage Alliance and the launching 
of the Caribbean Heritage Museum. These initiatives will 
preserve, document, and share the stories and contributions 
of Caribbean people for generations to come.

Preserving our history is critical. Without it, future generations 
may lose the connection to the struggles, triumphs, and 
cultural identity that shaped our community. History gives 
us context, pride, and direction, it inspires us to reimagine 
what we can become.

Our success depends on engaging and empowering 
the second, third, and fourth generations of Caribbean 

Americans. We must create opportunities for mentorship, 
leadership, cultural education, and community engagement, 
so our youth become stewards of our legacy.

Together, the West Indian Social Club of Hartford Inc., the 
Caribbean Cultural Heritage Alliance, and the Caribbean 
Heritage Museum honor our past, serve our present, and 
prepare the next generation to lead.

We invite our members, partners, friends, and future leaders 
to join us. Support the Caribbean Cultural Heritage Alliance, 
help make the Caribbean Heritage Museum a living archive 
of Caribbean life in the Northeast, and invest in our identity, 
history, and future. Lend your time, talents, resources, and 
voice so our story continues for generations to come.

On behalf of the members and Board of Directors I would 
like to say “Thank you” for your continued support of the 
West Indian Social Club of Hartford Inc.

Happy 76th Anniversary!

Beverly M. D. Redd, Chair
West Indian Social Club of Hartford, Inc.

Honoring Our Journey, Igniting Our FutureHonoring Our Journey, Igniting Our Future
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to the 
West Indian Social Club of Hartford on your 

76th Anniversary. 

From 

Wayne I. Benjamin
Principal

860-982-9143 (c)
wbenj.gta@gmail.com

Windsor, Connecticut 
860-785-3236 (o)

www.georgetownassociatesllc.com
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Consulate General of Saint Lucia 

630 Third Avenue, 7th Floor 
New York, NY 10017 

Tel: (212) 697-9360  Fax: (212) 697-4993 
Email: saintluciaconsulateny@govt.lc 

 

Congratulatory Message 

76th Anniversary Gala – West Indian Social Club of Hartford 

Theme: Honoring Our Journey, Igniting Our Future 

On behalf of the Consulate General of Saint Lucia in New York, I extend warmest 
congratulations to the West Indian Social Club of Hartford on the occasion of 
its 76th Anniversary Gala. This milestone is a testament to decades of 
unwavering service, cultural preservation, and community empowerment 

within the Caribbean diaspora. 

Your theme, “Honoring Our Journey, Igniting Our Future,” beautifully 
captures the essence of what this institution represents—an enduring 
legacy built by our forebears and a continued commitment to shaping a 
vibrant, united, and progressive future for generations to come. 

This evening, I am especially proud to pay tribute to Ms. Vernette Joshua, 
a distinguished Saint Lucian and one of tonight’s honorees. Ms. Joshua 
served with distinction as President of the Saint Lucian American 
Association of Hartford, demonstrating exemplary leadership, integrity, 
and devotion to community. She is an honorable Saint Lucian—one who 

gives wholeheartedly to her country and to her adopted homeland. Truly, 
she is a remarkable woman whose contributions continue to uplift and 
inspire. 

I also wish to recognize all the honorees being celebrated tonight. Each of you has made 
meaningful contributions within your respective fields and communities, strengthening the fabric 
of Caribbean life in Hartford and beyond. Your achievements reflect the resilience, excellence, and 
spirit of service that define our region. 

As the West Indian Social Club continues its important work, I extend best wishes for continued 
success, growth, and impact. May the next chapter of your journey be as bold and transformative 
as the legacy you honor tonight. 

Congratulations and best wishes. 

 
Jeremiah Hyacinth 
Consul General  
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Congratulations to the West Indian Social Club on 76
years of outstanding service, culture, and community
leadership. For generations, the Club has honored
tradition, strengthened community, and inspired
progress.

In the spirit of this year’s gala theme, “Honoring Our
Journey, Igniting Our Future,” we celebrate a
remarkable legacy and a future fueled by vision and
purpose.

As an industry-leading fintech provider, COCC
delivers innovative, comprehensive technology
solutions and strategic partnerships throughout the
Northeastern United States. Designated a Top
Workplace in Connecticut and a nationally certified
Great Place to Work, COCC recognizes employees as
the core of our success! Our mission is to provide a
great employee experience for all, one where each
employee has the opportunity to carve their own path,
be themselves, and thrive in their career.

COCC Proudly Celebrates
the West Indian Social Club

About COCC

Special congratulations to Alex
"Lex" Campbell, First Vice
President, and Chief Payments
Officer of COCC, Inc., on his
recognition in Arts, Entertainment,
and Media. His contributions
reflect a lifelong commitment to
communication, culture, and
community impact.

Congratulations to all honorees
and to the West Indian Social
Club on this historic milestone.

Be Nice. Be Proud. Be You.
cocc.com/careers
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Thank You
to the West Indian Social Club 
of Hartford for your dedication 

to bringing cultural vibrancy
to our city. I am honored

to celebrate and
support the
West Indian
community

of Hartford!

Mayor Arunan Arulampalam
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Arunan Arulampalam 
Mayor 

April 18, 2026  

 

Dear Friends,  

Welcome to the West Indian Social Club of Hartford’s 76th Annual Gala.  This evening provides a 
chance for celebration, but also an opportunity for reflection and recognition of what this 
organization means to the Hartford community.  

What started as small gatherings of people in Hartford basements has become a cornerstone of 
culture and community spirit in Hartford. Though immigrants from West Indian countries may be 
far away from home, WISCOH provides a haven for authentic cultural connections that brings the 
spirit of the West Indies here to Hartford. Through education, entertainment, programming, and 
more, the club has become a thriving organization of empowered leaders in our community.  

Congratulations to all of tonight’s honorees. You embody the spirit of tonight’s motto: “Honoring 
our Journey, Igniting our Future”. I can’t wait to see what the future holds for the West Indian 
Social Club of Hartford.  

Here’s to 76 years of community and connection, and many more in the future.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

Arunan Arulampalam  
Mayor  
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Alrene Blake, widely known as RenieLove, is a Connecticut-based radio 
host, poet, actress, healthcare professional, and influential community 
leader dedicated to uplifting and inspiring others. 

A former President of The March For Education Foundation, she has long 
been an advocate for youth empowerment, education, and the arts, with 
service that includes mentoring through Bridgeport Youth Lacrosse and 
active involvement in cultural initiatives across Fairfield County. 

RenieLove’s vibrant presence has taken her from pageant stages in 
Hartford and New York to hosting talent & TV showcases with Nyce 
Stylze Arts & Entertainment, while her acting spans church, community, 
and professional productions.

 A proud Caribbean woman, she currently serves as Vice President of The 
Jamaican Flag Raising Organization of Fairfield County Inc. and co-hosts 
the West Indian American Association of Greater Bridgeport’s annual Jerk 
Festival. She is also a member of Voices of Change alongside gospel 
artist Gina Lloyd. 

Following the profound loss of her only daughter, RenieLove has 
committed to transforming her pain into purpose by converting her 
business, “All Eyes On Me,” into a nonprofit foundation focused on 
community upliftment. 

She can be heard live every Saturday from 11 AM to 2 PM on OneLove 
Radio at OneLoveCT.com, where her warmth, faith, and joyful spirit 
continue to inspire. As she often says, “I’m not a comedian, but I love 
when we can laugh together.”

AlreneAlrene
 Blake Blake
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WAYNE THE
REALTOR
Let's help
you next!

Extensive market knowledge
 

Personalized Service
 

Professional Marketing
 Our team has a deep understanding

of the local real estate market and
can provide you with valuable

insights to help you make informed
decisions.

 

We understand that every home and
every seller is different, which is why
we take a personalized approach to
every transaction. We will work with
you to understand your unique needs
and create a customized plan to help

you achieve your goals.
 

Our team utilizes the latest
marketing strategies and

technologies to ensure that your
home gets maximum exposure to

potential buyers.
 

Our Services

(860) 471-0336

Free Consultations

CMA/ Valuation Packets

Short Sales/ Cash Sales

Estate/Probate Services

Buyer/Seller Needs Analysis

Market Analysis

Value added
services

1266 East Main Street Ste 700R
Stamford CT 06902

waynestapleton.exprealty.com

waynestapletonrealtor@gmail.com

Scan
for

more!
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Adult, Pediatrics & Adolescent Medicine, 
Dental, Behavioral Health, Podiatry, Optometry,

Quest Lab & Walgreen’s Pharmacy. 
All under one roof!

SCAN THE QR CODE - CLICK “APPOINTMENT”

Ever since we opened our doors in 1970, it's been our mission to treat everyone who comes in with
the utmost care, consideration, and respect, just like we would for our own family.

We’

ll Treat You Like Family

www.chshartford.org
860-249-9625

WALK-IN APPOINTMENTS
WELCOME

500 Albany Avenue
Hartford, Connecticut 
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The West Indian Social Club of Hartford serves as the heartbeat for the 
Caribbean Community. Promoting Caribbean culture, advocating on 
behalf of Caribbean affairs, and facilitating support for social services 
abroad and here in the Hartford Community. 

DH Bolton extends our Thanks and Congratulations to the West Indian 
Social Club on their 76th year of Service to our Community. 

We, the Kingston College Old Boys Association 
New England chapter, salute your vision and 

bravery. 

Your efforts to preserve and promote our culture 
ensure future generations can trace the path of 

our struggles and achievements. 

Fortis Cadere Cedere Non Potest

WEST INDIAN SOCIAL CLUB ON YOUR 
76TH ANNIVERSARY
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EntertainersEntertainers

Cleveland Horton

Deidre Davis
Deidre Davis launched her career in dance and modeling at the 
Showjam Performing Arts Agency in Montego Bay, Jamaica, in 2008. 

By 2011, she expanded her horizons into tourism and theatre, 
eventually amassing over a decade of international experience 
across Jamaica, St. Lucia, and the Turks and Caicos Islands. 

Today, Deidre continues to bring unwavering passion and 
professionalism to her work in the arts.

Throughout his career, Cleveland performed alongside notable acts such as the Chicago Show 
Stoppers, recording artist I.V. Johnson, The Blue Singers, and Bobby “Blue” Bland. His lifelong 
love for music eventually led him to the St. Dorothy Roman Catholic Parish, where he sang 
with the Mass Spiritual Choir. Currently, Cleveland continues to share his talents by playing the 
saxophone and singing in the choir at St. Justin-St. Michael Parish in Hartford, CT.

Cleveland “Starr” Horton was born in Pioneer, 
Louisiana. His musical journey began when a family 
member noticed his natural ear for music and gifted 
him a trombone. However, since Cleveland was only 
ten years old and his arms were too short to reach 
the slide, his relative gave him a saxophone instead.

After moving to Chicago, Illinois, Cleveland spent 
35 years as the lead Rhythm & Blues vocalist and 
alto, soprano, and tenor saxophonist for the Chicago 
Intense City Band. A versatile musician, he also 
played the conga drums and wrote lyrics, eventually 
collaborating with guitarist Jeff’s Jazzy Blues to 
produce the hit song, “Everybody’s Steppin’.”
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EntertainersEntertainers

Sparklez International
Sparklez International is one of the major U.S.A sound system, 
based in Hartford Connecticut. Dedicated to bringing energy, rhythm, 
and seamless professionalism to every event. Owned and operated 
by Steve “Sleepy” Johnson. Specialized in creating tailored musical 
experiences that keeps the dance floor moving and the atmosphere 
vibrant. 

Before launching his own venture, Sleepy spent years honing his 
craft with “Sparkles Disco” before feeling called to provide a more 
personalized, high touched experience that is often overlooked. 
Driven by this vision, he ventured out to establish Sparklez 
International in 1998. A business where professional - grade meets a 
genuine, client focused approach. 

What sets us apart is our highly qualified, versatile and professional 
Dj’s. Sparklez International is committed to your event, your beat with 
our passion.
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RECEPTION

LIVE PERFORMANCE BY Cleveland “Stars” Horton
Introduction of Mistress of Ceremonies ..................... 	Past Pres. Veronica Airey-Wilson
Open Remarks …………….......…..…............................... 	Alrene “ReniLove” Blake
Invocation ..........	President of Taste of Caribbean Arts and Culture, Marva Wilks 	
	

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA NATIONAL ANTHEM
NATIONAL ANTHEM OF ST. LUCIA

INTRODUCTION OF PAST PRESIDENTS
INTRODUCTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

W.I.S.C.O.H President/Chairwoman’s Address ……........ 	Chair Beverly M.D. Redd 
	 accompanied by: Vice Chair Tanya Dorman & Dr. Fiona Vernal

DINNER 

Greetings from the Consul General of St. Lucia … 	Honorable Jeremiah Hyacinth
Greetings from Mayor, City of Hartford..................... Mayor Arunan Arulampalam
Greetings from the Jamaican Assoc. of Maryland ….....… 	President Rick Nugent 

LIVE PERFORMANCE BY Cleveland “Stars” Horton

AWARD PRESENTATION

Vote of Thanks …………………..........................………... 	Vice Chair Tanya Dorman 
Dance Performance – Freya Da Goddess

AN EVENING OF DANCE WITH Sparklez International Sound

Business and Economic Development 
Jah Financial Services (Dean Wilson &                 

Dr. Josette Hill-Wilson, CPA) 
Exceptional Leadership Award 

Andrew Lawrence (Rt. Sgt)
Education Award

Joshua M. Hall
Healthcare Award

Wheeler Health 
Community Service Award

Derrick Scott

WISCOHWISCOH  7676th Anniversary Gala Programth Anniversary Gala Program  

Community Service Award
John Davis, US Army (Rt.)
Maryland Honoree – Community Service Award
William Walker
Arts/Entertainment/Media Award
Alexander “Lex” Campbell
Junior Wellington
Eagle Scout Kiymani Hamilton Youth & Scholarship 
Carnel Young
President’s Award 
To be Announced (It’s a Surprise)
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Congratulations 

  Mr. John Davis 

  Friendship Group of Hartford, Coordinator 

  

  

Honoree 

  At 

  
The  WesT IndIan socIal club of harTford 

  

 76Th annIversary Gala 

  

     

   
   

  

We appreciate you 

  

*Neville Whitely   *Lois M. Grant   *W. Michael Downs   *Shirley Wright  *Carlton Archer 

  

*Sharon Morris  *Phyllis Airey  *Felicia Davis and Family  *Apryl Strums  *Hortense Lorane 

  

*Dr. Marcia Anderson Esson  *Veronica Airey-Wilson   *Larry’s Restaurant    

-   

*Mr. & Mrs. D’Andre and Marlo McIntyre  *Caribbean American Society of Hartford Inc   

  

*New Britian Social Club Inc   *Mr. & Mrs. Michael and Pamela Radney  *Shanta’s Vintage Boutique 

*Pom-Pom Domino Queens LLC     *Dale Restoration LLC   *New England District Grand Lodge #1 

-    
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is honored to support the 

West Indian Social Club of Hartford West Indian Social Club of Hartford 
commitment to the community.

Thanks for the opportunity to work with you to produce 
this magazine.
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C
ongratulations to my daughter, Rene Lambert! With immense 
pride and joy, I celebrate you not just for publishing your powerful 

memoir, Uphill Climb: Cerebral Palsy Adventures, but for the incredible 
woman you have become. Rene Lambert is a resilient, faith-driven, 
and determined young author whose life is a true testimony of strength 
and purpose.

Born with Cerebral Palsy, she has never allowed her challenges to 
define her limits. Instead, she has used her voice, her story, and her 
unwavering belief in God to inspire others around the world. In Uphill 
Climb, Rene shares her deeply personal journey from overcoming 
physical obstacles to navigating life, education, and self-discovery with 
courage, humor, and grace. Her story is not just about living with a 
disability, it is about thriving, breaking barriers, and proving that purpose 
is greater than circumstance.

Rene is more than an author; she is an advocate, a 
motivator, and a shining example of perseverance. 
Her passion for learning, her love for people, and her 
commitment to uplifting others make her a beacon of 
hope for anyone facing adversity.

This book is a must-read for families, educators, and 
anyone in need of inspiration. Rene’s journey reminds 
us all that no matter how steep the climb, greatness is 
still within reach. Get your copy of Uphill Climb: Cerebral 
Palsy Adventures today and be inspired by a story of 
faith, strength, and unstoppable determination.

From: Mom, Marlene Lambert and family!

Caribbean American Diaspora Excellence!Caribbean American Diaspora Excellence!

Rene Lambert

@uphillclimbcerebralpalsy

uphillclimbcp@gmail.com
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to West Indian Social Club of Hartford

Celebrating their 76th Anniversary
of honoring our Cultural Heritage and 

Celebrating our Caribbean History

from the 
Officers and Members of

The Caribbean American Society of Hartford. Inc.
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 To the Chair and Members of the West Indian 

Social Club of Hartford                                      

CCoonnggrraattuullaattiioonnss
7766  yyeeaarrss  

Of service to the community. 

The Greater Hartford Area is Better because of you. 

 

  
from your community partner the Greater Hartford West Indian Lions Club.  

 b 

Join us as we celebrate 25 years of service to 
this wonderful community of Greater Hartford.  

For more info:  860 3754996 

9/26            
Save the Date!           
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2976-3000 MAIN STREET, HARTFORD, CT. 06120
For all your entertainment: 860 525 6281

Weddings, Birthday Parties, Baby Showers

from

SPORTMEN’S ATHLETIC CLUB &



THE WISC OF HARTFORD INC.   ---                      ---  76TH ANNIVERSARY72



THE WISC OF HARTFORD INC.   ---                      ---  76TH ANNIVERSARY73

AND BEST WISHES ON THIS YOUR 76TH YEAR OF 
CONTRIBUTION TO THE ECONOMIC, EDUCATIONAL AND 

CULTURAL RICHNESS OF THE GREATER HARTFORD 
COMMUNITY!

ON BEHALF OF THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE NEW 
ENGLAND DISTRICT GRAND LODGE NO.1, WE ARE PROUD TO BE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR AND ARE TRULY PLEASED WITH THE LONG 

AND LASTING RELATIONSHIP WHICH WE HAVE ENJOYED OVER 
THE YEARS. WE SHARE A LOT IN COMMON AS MANY OF YOUR 

FOUNDATIONAL MEMBERS ARE ALSO OUR FOUNDATIONAL 
MEMBERS. MAY YOU, YOUR OFFICERS AND MEMBERS 

CONTINUE THE WORK WHICH WAS STARTED IN 1950 FOR 
ANOTHER 76 YEARS AND BEYOND!

NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT GRAND LODGE NO.1

3363 MAIN STREET
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06120

MOTTO: Friendship, Love and Truth!
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36 John St, Hartford, CT info@freemancos.com (860) 251-9550www.freemancos.com

36 John St, Hartford, CT info@7summitscc.com (860) 756-5577www.7summitscc.com

CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT | OWNER’S REPRESENTATION | GENERAL CONTRACTING | DESIGN BUILD

PROVIDING BEST IN CLASS CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT
SERVICES TO BUILD STRONGER COMMUNITIES

Civil Engineering

Land Surveying

Landscape Architecture

Traffic Engineering

Geotechnical Engineering

Environmental Sciences

Hazardous Building Materials

Utilities Engineering

MAKING THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE BY
DEPLOYING DESIGN AND ENGINEERING
TO CREATE STRONGER COMMUNITIES
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Windsor • Poquonock • Granby • Suffield • South Windsor • Rockville • Vernon • Avon

to the  
West Indian Social Club  

on an incredible

CongratulationsCongratulations

As you celebrate this year’s theme, “Honoring Our Journey, Igniting Our Future,” 
we recognize and applaud the strength, resilience, and unity that have defined 
your journey. Your commitment to preserving rich traditions while inspiring 

future generations is truly admirable. 
 

May you continue to be a shining beacon of heritage, pride, and progress  
for many years to come. Here’s to all you have accomplished— 

and to an even brighter future ahead!

culture, community, and legacy!
    

 76 years ofyears of


