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Program Overview 

One of the most important rights of American citizens is the 

right to vote. Originally under the Constitution, only white 

male citizens over the age of 21 were eligible to vote. Over 

time, this inequality has been corrected and voting rights have 

been extended several times throughout our history.   

Today, citizens over the age of 18 cannot be denied the right 

to vote based on race, religion, sex, disability, or sexual 

orientation. Empowering citizens with knowledge of their 

voting rights and responsibilities is crucial for a robust 

democracy. Whether you're a first-time voter or renewing 

your voter registration, understanding Connecticut's electoral 

process is essential. 

 This guide provides comprehensive details:   

● On voter eligibility and registration options.  

● Discover how you can participate in early voting. 

● Ensure your voice is heard in upcoming elections. 

● Stay informed with key dates and resources to 

navigate the electoral landscape effectively.   

Voting gives you the power to create positive change for 

yourself, your family, your friends, your neighbors, your 

community, your state, and your country. It is the right that 

helps you play a key role in choosing who represents you and 

where government funding and resources will go. Let's make 

every vote count for a stronger community.  
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Voting Eligibility 

Your voice contributes to the democratic process, before you 

can vote, you need to be registered. Here’s how you can 

ensure you’re ready to participate in the elections.  

To register to vote in Connecticut, you must: 

● Be a United States citizen. 

● Be a resident of a Connecticut town. 

● Be at least 17 years old (must turn 18 on or before 

Election Day).  

● Have completed confinement if previously convicted of 

a disenfranchising felony.  

 

Voting Registration 

There are two ways you can register to vote in Connecticut. 

1. Online Registration  

You can register online at https://myvote.ct.gov/register if 

you have a Connecticut Driver’s License or a non-driver ID.  

The online system may be used to:  

● Register to vote in Connecticut.  

● Change your name and/or address on your current 

registration record.  

 

 

 

https://myvote.ct.gov/register
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● Enroll in a political party or change party enrollment 

(changing parties may result in losing rights in all 

parties for three months).  

Note: You should receive confirmation within three weeks. If 

you do not, contact the Registrar of Voters in your town.  

2. Paper Registration  

You are able to complete a paper registration card and deliver 

it to your local Registrar of Voters before the registration 

deadlines. 

Voter’s Rights 

Every registered voter in the state of Connecticut has the right 

to: 

1. Inspect a sample ballot prior to voting. 

At your polling place, you can access a sample ballot by asking 

the moderator to provide you with one, or find one online on 

the CT Secretary of the State’s website. 

2. Receive instructions on how to operate the equipment used 

to vote. 

Similar to a sample ballot, the moderator at your polling place 

can also provide guidance on how to use the voting equipment. 

3. Cast a ballot if you are still in line when the polls close. 

4. Ask for and receive assistance in voting, including assistance 

in a preferred language other than English. Contact your  
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Registrar of Voters in advance to confirm availability of 

translation services. 

5. Vote free from coercion and/or intimidation from election 

officials or any other person. 

6. Cast a ballot using voting equipment that accurately counts 

all votes. 

7. Vote by provisional ballot if you registered to vote but your 

name is not on the voter list. 

You may apply for and cast a provisional ballot upon the 

execution of a written affirmation at the polling place affirming 

that you are qualified to vote in the election or primary for 

federal office in the polling place; and you have neither offered 

yourself to vote nor voted in person or by absentee ballot at 

said election or primary for federal office at the polling place. 

8. Be informed of the process for voting if formerly 

incarcerated. 

9. Vote independently and in privacy at a polling place, 

regardless of physical ability or disability. 

If any of your rights have been violated, you have the right to 

file an official complaint with the State Elections Enforcement 

Commission by calling 1-866-733-2463 or online, or with the 

United States Department of Justice at 1-800-253-3931. In 

addition, before leaving the polling place you may notify the 

moderator of the violation.                                                           
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           Sample Voter Registration Form  
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Hartford Primary Sample Ballot (Republican) 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hartford Primary Sample Ballot (Democratic) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  



9 
 

 

 

Back Section of Sample Ballot 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What if I moved recently?  

You will have to update your voter registration to reflect your 

new address. If you moved to Connecticut from another state, 

moved to a different town within Connecticut, or even moved  

within the same town, your polling location may have 

changed. Your voter registration should always reflect your 

current home address. 
 

 

What if I am a student?  
 

If you are a college student living away from home, you may 

choose to vote in one of two ways:  

● Complete an absentee ballot for the election in your 

hometown, or  

● Register to vote in your college town.  

 

How is it ensured that people do not vote twice?  

 

The election official at each Early Voting location will record 

that a voter has cast their ballot, preventing that voter from 

voting early at any other location, submitting an absentee 

ballot, or voting on Election Day. 
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Is a driver's license or photo ID required to vote in 

Connecticut?  

No. When you arrive at the polling place, the poll worker will 

request that you present ID, but if you do not have any, in 

most cases, you may sign an affidavit in lieu of presenting ID. 

There are several options for identification, and they do not 

need to be a driver's license or have a photo.  

 

 

Can a ‘drive-only’ license be used as identification at the 

polling place?  

No. A drive-only license is not valid for federal identification 

purposes and cannot be used to vote. 

 

My new driver’s license indicates that it is not for Federal 

Identification. May I use it as an I.D at the polling place?  

Yes. You may continue to use your current driver’s license at 

the polling place when you vote. When you check in to vote, 

in lieu of the driver’s license, you may also show a credit card 

with your name and signature, an ID with your name and 

photograph, or any document with your name and address 

such as a checkbook or a utility bill.   
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Does my ID need to have the address printed on it?  

No. If your ID includes a photo, it does not need to include 

your address.  

 

What is an acceptable form of identification to show at the 

polls?  

Photo identification is not required. For most voters, your 

identification must fit one of the following requirements to 

be accepted as a valid form of ID at the polls:  

● Name and address, or  

● Name and signature, or  

● Name and photograph.  

 

However, for voters who are voting for the first time and lack 

proper identification when registering, some additional types 

of identification may be required. 

  

What is Early Voting? 

Early Voting allows you to vote in person safely and securely 

before Election Day. It establishes a framework for early, in-

person voting requiring:  

● A 14-day early voting period for general elections,  

● A seven-day period for most primaries, and  

● A four-day early voting period for special elections and 

presidential preference primaries. 
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What should I expect at the Early Voting location?  

When you arrive at the Early Voting location, you will check 

in and be verified as an eligible voter. You will then receive 

your ballot with an envelope. You will complete your ballot 

at a privacy booth and seal it in the approved envelope. Before 

you leave, place the sealed envelope in the secure receptacle 

as instructed by the election officials. Ballots will be secured 

unopened until Election Day.  
 

How does early voting differ from voting by absentee ballot?  
 

Absentee Ballot voting requires a reason (from a list of six, 

found at MyVote.CT.gov). Early Voting is available to every 

eligible voter without a specific reason. Early Voting may be 

done only in person, not via mail or drop box.  
 

 

How many early voting locations will be in each city or 

town?  
 

Each town or city will have at least one Early Voting location.  
 

Can I vote on weekends?  

Yes. Early Voting includes Saturdays and Sundays for most 

elections.   
 

 

May I register to vote during the Early Voting period?  
 

You may register and vote on the same day during the Early 

Voting period before regular general elections.  

 

https://myvote.ct.gov/
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What happens if I am not on the list of registered voters at 

the polling place?  

Thanks to Connecticut’s new Election Day Registration law, 

you can register and vote in person on Election Day at your  

town’s Election Day Registration location. To register in 

person, you will need to supply proof of identity and 

residence.  
 

 

What should I expect the first time I vote?  
 

You should first visit myvote.ct.gov to use the voter 

registration look-up tool and polling place locator to verify 

that you are registered to vote and know the location of your 

polling place. The first time you check in at your polling 

place, you will need to present the proper identification to 

vote. Polls are open from 6:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m., and if a 

voter is in line at 8:00 p.m., that voter has the right to cast a  

ballot. However, if an individual is in line at 8:00 p.m. to 

register to vote as part of Election Day Registration, that 

person is not eligible because polls have closed.  
 

 

What is the difference between my physical and mailing 

address?  
 

Your physical address determines where you vote, not your 

mailing address. A mailing address is the place where you are 

able to receive mail, and your physical address is where you 

are located. For example, your mailing address could be a 

local shelter or post office, while your physical address could 

be a particular place such as a park bench. You must be  

https://myvote.ct.gov/
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responsible for checking for mail at the address provided. A 

registration confirmation letter will be mailed to you once you 

are registered.  
 

 

What happens if I miss one of the registrations deadlines? 

Can I still register and vote on the day of the election during 

Election Day Registration (EDR)? 

 

You may register and vote in person on Election Day if you 

meet the eligibility requirements for voting in this state and 

you are not already registered, or you are registered in one 

town and want to change your registration because you 

currently reside in another town. EDR is not available at your 

polling place.  
 

 

Can I request an absentee ballot application for someone 

other than myself? 

For Immediate Family: Yes! You can request an absentee 

ballot application for any of your immediate family (parents, 

children, siblings, spouse), or any other dependent relative 

who lives in your household. 

For Circulators: If you would like to obtain five (5) or more 

applications for individuals other than immediate family 

members, you must register with and obtain forms from the 

Town Clerk, as well as file a list of names/addresses for 

absentee ballot applicants with the Clerk prior to the 

election. 
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What if I applied, but don’t receive my ballot? 

If you did not provide a telephone number or email on your 

application, the Town Clerk would have no way to contact 

you about an issue. Contact your Town Clerks office if you 

haven’t received your ballot after they have become available. 

If this occurs within one week of the election, due to mail 

delivery times, it is recommended that you vote by absentee 

in-person at your Town Clerk’s office or use Early Voting or 

Election Day voting to cast your ballot. 

 

 

  

Election Day/Same Day Registration (SDR)  

The pre-election mail-in voter registration cutoff deadline is 
eighteen (18) days before an election or primary. For general 
elections, Connecticut also offers SDR during the period of 
Early Voting and on Election Day for voters who need it.  
SDR permits anyone who meets the eligibility requirements 
for voting in this state and is either not already registered or 
is registered in one town but has moved to another town, to 
register and vote in person. By law, a person is eligible to 
register and vote if he or she is:  

1. A U.S. citizen,  

2. Age 18 or older,  

3. A bona fide resident of the town in which he or she 

applies for admission and has completed confinement if 

previously convicted of a disfranchising felony.  
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SDR is not available at your polling place but is available at a 

designated SDR location in each town, beginning at 6:00 a.m. 

and ending at 8:00 p.m. on Election Day. SDR is also available 

during the hours of Early Voting. You will register and vote 

at the designated SDR location in your town.  

 

All About Election Day Voting 

What to Expect        

• Arrive and be verified as an eligible voter. 
• Receive your ballot and mark it at a booth (or use an 

accessible IVS machine). 
• Place your completed ballot into the tabulator. 
• Collect your “I Voted” sticker! Congrats! 

Tips for filling out a ballot: 

• Fill in the oval entirely. 
• If there is an office you do not want to vote for, leave 

it blank. 
• Be sure to check both sides of the ballot. 

If I make a mistake on my ballot 

• Return it to the Ballot Clerk to void it and receive a                 
new one. Ballots – marked or unmarked—should 
never be left in the privacy booth, thrown away, or 
removed from the voting location. 
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Voter ID Requirements on Election Day:  

A driver’s license or photo ID is not required to vote in 

Connecticut, unless you’re a first-time voter. You will be 

asked to show identification at the polls, but you may instead 

sign an affidavit attesting to your identity. If you’re a first-

time voter, you may need to show a photo ID, such as a 

current and valid driver’s license, or a non-photo 

identification such as a current utility bill or bank statement 

that shows your name and address. 

 

 

Absentee Voting 

Registered voters may cast their vote by absentee if they are 
unable to appear at the polling place on the day of a primary, 
election, or referendum due to one or more of the following 
reasons:  

     1. Active service in the U.S. armed forces. 

     2. Absence from town. 

     3. Sickness.   

     4. Physical disability.   

     5. His or her religion forbids secular activity on that day; or  

     6. His or her required performance of duties as a primary, 

     referendum, or election official at a polling place other than  

     his or her own. 
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You may vote absentee beginning:  

• 31 days before a general election 
• 21 days before a primary,  
• 19 days before the referendum.  

 
The sealed marked ballot and signed outer envelope must 

reach the town clerk's office before the close of the polls on 

Election Day. If you have an emergency (suddenly ill, injured, 

or hospitalized) within 6 days of an election, you may request 

an emergency absentee ballot. If you have submitted your 

executed ballot to the Town Clerk and decide to vote in person 

at the polls, you have until 10:00 a.m. on Election Day to 

appear at the Town Clerk’s office to withdraw your ballot.  

An application for an absentee ballot may be downloaded by 

an individual for:  

• The individual's own use,  

• The use of a member of the individual's immediate 

family, or  

• The use of a designee of the applicant.  

 

How to Apply for an Absentee Ballot   

By Mail: Download and complete the application for an 

absentee ballot. Return the completed application to your 

town clerk. You can also contact your town clerk and request 

that an application be mailed to you.  

Online: Visit the state’s absentee ballot portal to request a 

ballot from your phone, tablet, or computer.  
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By Fax: Fax the completed application if your town clerk has a 

fax machine. However, you must also mail the original 

application to the clerk, either separately or with your 

completed absentee ballot.  

In Person: Visit your town clerk. You can apply through the 

close of business the day before Election Day. There is no 

deadline for applying by mail, fax, or online, although 

election officials encourage you to apply as early as possible 

to ensure your ballot arrives in time. If it’s close to the election, 

you should request a ballot in person from your town clerk. 

In the event of an unforeseen illness or physical disability 

within six days of the polls closing, you can submit an 

emergency application for an absentee ballot.  

Returning Your Absentee Ballot  

By Mail: Mail your completed ballot to your town clerk. Your 

ballot must be received (not just postmarked) by 8 p.m. on 

Election Day.  

Via Drop Box: Deposit your completed ballot in your local 

drop box before 8 p.m. on Election Day.  Find your local drop 

box via the state’s voter portal.  

In Person: Hand-deliver your completed ballot to your town 

clerk for the primary. An immediate family member (or your 

designee if you are ill or have a disability) may deliver your 

ballot for you through 8 p.m. on Election Day. Log in to the 

state’s voter portal to check the status of your ballot.  
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Additional Information  

General Election: A General Election is where all eligible 

voters elect candidates to office. In Connecticut, there is a 

general election every year.  

Primary Election: A Primary is an election where voters in a 

political party choose the candidates of that party to be their 

representatives in the upcoming General Election.  

President: The President is the head of government of the 

United States and Commander-in-Chief of the military for a 4-

year term. Some of the President’s primary responsibilities 

include enforcing federal laws, commanding the armed forces, 

representing the country in international matters, and signing 

or vetoing bills passed by Congress 

Vice President: The Vice President is the designated successor 

to the president for a 4-year term, meaning they will fill the 

office of president for the remainder of the term if there is a 

vacancy. The Vice President also serves as the President of the 

Senate and casts a vote in the Senate in the event of a tie vote. 

State Senate: A Connecticut state senator is elected to a 2-year 

term and serves the people of his or her district in the 36-

person Connecticut State Senate in Hartford. They help make 

laws, work alongside the Connecticut House of 

Representatives, assist their constituents, and assist the 

Governor in creating the budget, among other duties. 

State Representative: A Connecticut state representative is 

elected to a 2-year term and serves the people of his or her  
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district in the 151-person Connecticut House of Representatives 

in Hartford. They help make laws, work alongside the 

Connecticut Senate, assist their constituents, and assist the 

Governor in creating the budget, among other duties. 

Voting with a Disability: If you have a permanent disability, 

you can apply to your town clerk to automatically receive an 

absentee ballot for each election. An accessible ballot marking 

device is available at every polling place and early voting and 

same-day registration locations. If you need assistance casting 

your ballot, either in person or via absentee ballot, you may 

choose someone to help you, as long as that person is not your 

employer, union representative, their agent, or a candidate 

whose name appears on the ballot. A candidate may only help    

if the voter is an immediate family member.  

Voting if Currently or Previously Incarcerated 

A person loses their right to vote in Connecticut if they have 

been convicted of a felony and are currently incarcerated in 

a correctional facility. You do not lose your right to vote if 

convicted and incarcerated for a misdemeanor or if in 

pretrial detention. 

Voting if currently incarcerated: 

1. Must be at least 18 years of age by the next election and a 

U.S. citizen, in addition to the criteria listed below 

Not currently incarcerated for a current felony conviction 

• You can also vote if incarcerated for a misdemeanor 
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• You can also vote if you have an unsentenced status 
with no prior felony conviction (unless voting rights  
 
have been restored following the release from 
incarceration for the felony conviction) 

• You can also vote if you have a previous felony 
conviction and had your voting rights restored, but 
are currently incarcerated on a separate, non-felony 
conviction. 
 

Your Unit Counselor or facility’s Re-Entry Counselor can 

give you the address of your Registrar of Voters and Town 

Clerk’s offices. You can correspond with these offices for the 

purposes of voter registration and voting in the next 

election.  

Voting if previously incarcerated: 

1. If not convicted of a felony, you retain your right to vote 

in Connecticut. 

2. If you were convicted of a felony, you can restore your 

voting rights in Connecticut upon release from 

incarceration. 

However, if the felony offense is for violating Connecticut 

election laws, you must then complete your probation 

and/or parole before becoming re-eligible to vote. 
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Voting Accessibility Options 

1. Trouble Filling Out a Voter Registration Form 

Another individual can ask the applicant if they need 

assistance writing down answers 

If so, the person writing must actively ask the 

applicant for each answer and cannot give any 

answers for them. 

  The applicant must be the one to fill out their SSN       

and signature. If they cannot write or have difficulty, 

they can put an “X” for the signature. 

Online registration on the Secretary of the State’s website is 

compatible with most text to speech programs. 

The applicant may visit their Registrar’s office to fill out 

their registration. 

2.   Voter registration applicant is houseless and does not 

have permanent address 

They may list anywhere they receive mail or where they 

spend most of their time, including libraries, shelters, jobs, 

or streetcorners. 

3. IVS Machine 

The Integrated Voting Systems (IVS) ballot marking device 

is an accessible alternative to pen and paper ballots at all 

polling places and Early Voting locations.  
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Voters with low vision, physical, sensory, or other 

disabilities, as well as any voter who prefers it, may use this 

option. 

Choices can be made audibly or with a touchscreen that 

includes tactile keys and customizable displays. 

 

4. Curbside voting 

If you arrive at the polling place but are unable to access it 

due to a temporary incapacity, you may request that a ballot 

be brought to you. 

The Registrars of Voters, or their assistants, from both 

parties, will bring the individual a ballot and a privacy 

sleeve. 

After showing the proper identification, the voter must mark 

the ballot in front of the officials but not in a manner that 

violates their right to privacy. 

The election officials will return the ballot in the privacy 

sleeve to the Early Voting ballot box or Election Day 

tabulator. 

5. Difficulty standing in line 

Alert the Moderator of the Early Voting location or polling 

place and they will move you to the front of the line or 

arrange to hold your place in line while providing you 

suitable seating. 
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6. Signage about ballot questions 

On Election Day, each polling place will have at least 3 

posters explaining the proposed constitutional amendment. 

 

* Election Day Hotline or Email Address: 1-866-SEEC-

INFO (1-866-733-2463) or Elections@CT.gov 

 

The Government 

Federal Government 

To ensure a separation of powers, the U.S. Federal 

Government is made up of three branches: legislative, 

executive and judicial. To ensure the government is effective 

and citizens’ rights are protected, each branch has its own 

powers and responsibilities, including working with the 

other branches. 

Executive Branch: The executive branch consists of the 

President, his or her advisors and various departments and 

agencies. This branch is responsible for enforcing the laws of 

the land. The President is elected every 4 years and may not 

serve more than 2 terms. 

Legislative Branch: The legislative branch is made up of the 

House and Senate, known collectively as the Congress.  

 

 

 

mailto:Elections@CT.gov
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Among other powers, the legislative branch makes all laws, 

declares war, regulates interstate and foreign commerce and 

controls taxing and spending policies. 

United States Senators:   Each state elects two senators to 

serve for six years in general elections, with their re-election 

staggered. 

United State Representatives: Each state elects varying 

numbers of members of the House, depending on 

population, to two-year terms.  Ct currently has 5 US State 

Representatives in Congress. 

 

Judicial Branch:  The judicial branch consists of the U.S. 

Supreme Court and the Federal Judicial Center. According to 

the Constitution, "the judicial Power of the United States, 

shall be vested in one supreme Court, and in such inferior 

Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain and 

establish." The Federal Judicial Center is the education and 

research agency for the federal courts. 

 

State Government 

Connecticut General Assembly https://cga.ct.gov/default.asp 

The Connecticut General Assembly is the legislative branch 

of State Government. The General Assembly, which is made 

up of the House of Representatives (151 members) and the 

Senate (36 members), enacts laws dealing with the collection  

 

https://www.supremecourt.gov/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/
https://www.fjc.gov/
https://cga.ct.gov/default.asp
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and allocation of funds, public welfare, the environment, 

education, public works, civil and criminal law and other 

matters. Members are elected in November of even-

numbered years from the districts in which they reside. 

How do I find my state representative or senator? 

On the CGA home page you will see a Find Your Legislators 

section. Alternately, from the menu bar select 

Representation and click "Find Your Legislators". Enter your 

address in the respective fields to bring up a list of your 

house, senate and congressional representatives. You can 

also go to the "View District Town Maps" link (located at the 

bottom of the Find Your Legislator page) to locate your 

representative by town. Click the district number for your 

town and you will get to their individual website, which 

contains contact information. 

 

Local Government 

Please review each town’s website for specific information 

regarding offices and terms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cga.ct.gov/default.asp
https://cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/cgafindleg.asp
https://cga.ct.gov/asp/content/townlist.asp
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Federal Government Term  

• President & Vice President Four-year term (may not 
serve more than two 
terms) 

• United States Senator – Ct 
has 2 Senators 

Six-year term - with re-
election staggered. 

• United State 
Representative – Ct has 5 
State Representatives 

Two-year terms 

State Government  

• Governor & Lieutenant 
Governor 

Four-year term 

• Secretary of State Four-year term 

• Treasurer Four-year term 

• Comptroller Four-year term 

• Attorney General Four-year term 

  

• Senate (Ct has 36 members) Two-year term- Elected 
November of each even 
number year 

• House of Representatives 
(Ct has151 members) 

Two-year term- Elected 
November of each even 
number year 

  

• Probate Judge Four-year term 

  

Local Government  

• Mayor, Council Member, 
Treasurer, Board of 
Education, Registrar of 
Voters 

Please visit each town’s 
website and terms and 
elections may vary 
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Address of Early Voting Locations:  

Bloomfield  

Town Hall (Town Council Chambers, Conference Room 2)  
800 Bloomfield Avenue, Bloomfield, CT 06002  
 

East Hartford  

Raymond Library  
840 Main Street, East Hartford, CT 06108 
 

Hartford  

Registrar of Voters Office  

550 Main Street, Hartford, CT 06103  

 

Manchester  

Mahoney Recreation Center Leisure Lab  

110 Cedar Street, Manchester, CT 06040 

 

West Hartford  

Town Hall - Auditorium  

50 South Main Street, West Hartford, CT 06107 

 

Windsor  

Town Hall, Ludlow Room  
275 Broad Street, Windsor, CT 06095 
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Make Your Plan to Vote 

 
Absentee / Vote by Mail 

 

Apply for your ballot by: ____________________ 
 

Return your completed ballot by: _____________ 
 
                  Drop off your ballot in-person by: ____________ 
 
                  Return your ballot by mail.  
 
                  Mail-in ballots must be received by: ___________ 
 

Track your completed ballot 
 
 

Vote In-Person 

 

             I will vote on _______________at ________________ 

 

I will vote on – (insert month, day, year)     

at ________________________ 

 

Find your polling location address: _______________ 

 

Choose your voter ID (ID Selection): ______________ 
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https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-whitehouse/our-government/elections-andvoting
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-whitehouse/our-government/elections-andvoting
https://apiavote.org/how-to-vote/why-vote/
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West Indian Social Club 
of Hartford, Inc. 

Established in 1950 

 

The #1 West Indian / Caribbean American community hub in North 

America. Your home away from home. Contact us via email at 

westindiansocialclub@wiscoh.org or by phone at 860-247-5659 

 

 
www.westindiansocialclub.org 

 

  

mailto:westindiansocialclub@wiscoh.org
https://www.westindiansocialclub.org/

